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Walking through time - Staunton Harold 

Introduction 
In NW Leicestershire lies a beautiful area of wooded hills 
with several outstanding historical and scenic features. 
Staunton Harold Estate, located in a green valley with two 

lakes, includes: the house, church, estate cottages and 

stables. The stables have been converted and are now known 
as the Ferrers Centre of Arts and Crafts, which comprise of 
craft shops, workshops, galleries and tearooms. 

William the Conqueror gave the land to Henry de Ferraris, 
who then leased it to Harold, a Saxon from Nottinghamshire. 
Harold moved here and adopted the name Staunton, 
meaning stony settlement. In 1423 the estate was passed by 
marriage to the Shirley's, a distinguished Derbyshire family. 

The present house is of about 1770, but includes parts of two 
earlier houses. The church appears to be 15th century, but 
was actually built in 1653 during the Commonwealth and is 
unique. Over the door can be read : 

"In the year 7653 when all things sacred were throughout 
the nation either demolished or profaned, Sir Robert Shirley, 
Baronet founded this church; whose singular praise it is 
to have done the best things in the worst times and hoped 
them in the most calamitous. The righteous shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance." 

Inside are the Shirley monuments, the magnificent wrought 
iron chancel screen and the painted ceiling. 

The Shirley family parcelled up and sold the estate in 1954. 
The house was saved from demolition by Group Captain Lord 
Cheshire V.C to become one of his homes for the incurably 
sick, then, later become a Sue Ryder home. Now the house is 
the private residence of the Blunt family. 
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Coleorton 

More information on the history of the estate can be 
found in the Staunton Harold Visitor Guide available 
from the Ferrers Gallery in the Ferrers Centre. 

All three walks begin from the Ferrers car park and head 
to the front of the house and the Golden Gate. Stout 
shoes or boots are advised. 

Key to the following Route Maps 

• • Route -1-1- Brid leway 

Footpath Shortcut 



C03ch Road Circul3r _ 2 miles (Jkm) bking 1 hour 

Fmm It.. ca, Jl"rI:., CfOSS It.. fO(Hbooge 
and foHow tt.. path liMd with Yews. 
Su, 'ight Jl"st a small ca, pa,~ and 
down the d,ivoway between tt.. two 
la .... 1M txJ~sugo,pitrsdorir19 
back la 1681 on: topped by the Ferrers 
5Uppan= - the Talbatond the Srog. and 
orig",ollyflankrd the Mt/Un~ ro formal 
",,,,,~ 

Pass through the 'Gold"" Glt.", turn 
right along the tarma.:""Coach Road" 
and take in the ma"dous w.. of the 
chu,ch and houw a.:ross tilt like. 

® Afk' the cattl. grid rontirlUf straight 
along the ."' ... ca d.-Mway. /koll'Ol'e 
oIopprood1ing~s.~d!ildlM 

cmd dogs <HIIkr ct:.s.. .:on/tOt foI most 

of th.length of thi5 road)Gu con hrn' 
wot.r in the S/l("tlm ~)GfId th .... ~ on 

the right 

(,!) Oca~, It.. sp«d hump and 1'1'1 It.. 
Lodge. IUfn immdia!tiy ,ight to join 
the "Old Coal Road" Th .. farm !rock W05 

onginolly ~ to tmmportrno/ flOlfl 
the medieval rno/",;",,,g villa gt of Ioun t 

~'''':'''1501 the HoII...,uld ObD "'" 
it SO 05 to avoHJ u';"g the forrml 
CQrnl1ge drive 

(!)Walk up the Ir3do: loa n.. rrow""d 
bot a sm" spinntV- Continue straight 
ahead with a hawthorn hedge on the 
,ight"hand"~. Go through a gate and 
follow the main d,iveway ,,-... ight .head 
to 'eturn to tt.. a. pa.k. 



Dimminsd;le Wood ;nd He;th End _ J miles (41hkmJ t;king ;bout l1h hours 

•• 
' " 

Sta,t u Walk 1 10 the "Gold ... Gal~·. boundoty .... nsup rht middle 01 the 
ne",""';, .. 1Iere!ht brooIrooce roll. md 90 waighl "Il r.illto the Idl . where 

a waym .. I<.. will yuide you 10 It.: ~,st 
"ile i~lo tht woods inse<ibtd -) s-: 

® fnl" Dimminsdal. Nalu ,. R"", ..... 0 ... 

ef tht ,,,,,MS of the I.e~rohire .nd 

~ the boa.d in front cl th.I •• g~1 pool 
turn righland tal<. tile pam West 0., 

"Khing a ."' ....... go 'ighl signN for 
the Mnhot Way. C,oss the stil. a.-d k'ejl 
the hedge en tht loft tl>en be .. righl to 

.ueh tht dn....--, Ie,ding to tht Hall. 
Hene ~'"" tM , ....... Ie "km] SfDunfOtl 
Ridge",""" FoIow the ~Iow 'POts 
through Mdboume lodge planCltioo to 
Slile 2 (from quietL lhen alonyside It.: 
d~. p.,k w,ll lo Stile 3 (homnondt 
A gap;'", bttn leh to ~ 0 tnOg,.fnnt 
..;e...t;Nt:f tM.b~ ft:~""d otOOtkd 
/lils. Nso, bok out fat doe pots built into 
tM W{11'. 

® fl'om Slile 3 .... od downhill to t!.e ca, 
pi" and t.k tht pat!. to tht lri~ down 
to the ,oad. Tu.n left ,nd wal\; . longsioX 
the road and 0,,",,' the b.idge with ";e..s 
ef It.: • .,..twi •. The l.eic5J[l.rbys rouMy 

Rud.nd Trust for N.lu.., Censerv.uion. 
\trious q<>O'~9.....t. for ~fQtIe 
and other mitlem" ""',., "",Md oul h.,.,. ® T urn ,ighl down the <!r;""waV 10 It.: road. 
from the r3rh«nturyto 1891 ... h.n the men. Win lrit Aft •• lOOm lurn I.fl up a 
sit. was obondot>nl and left to ""tu,.,. p,ivate mad sign..! '''''nhoe Way: Just 
Naw tMfNflIis a Sileof 5peOoI5ciMlific before the IISI hou", on the left, lak. t .... 
1ntr1r:51 ~ due 10 the un«i/ying foot~th .... ass the field. k..,ping to the 
md5 giving ,;,e 10 a mixtu,., of rx:id and .ight ha"" side. In tt.: nO:I fidd k..,p left 
",,""',..,<IS soill)'pe:<. along In. field b<>und.,y. 

1/woo.;,oullM Jl'tr I;"',., oft: mnoins 

alr-.b~ oltloofl9h no .. OO'etgrOWfl 

Th. infomlotion boCIrds a_nd the 
5Itr pruvm II'Ofe dcfD~. of the "';ldl;~ 

and hIStory; 

®o.n th,ough the gate It lhe fidd t'Ofne' 
foIJo.,. the ~Ih up hill. with the hodge on 
you, .ight. Maintain the same di..,ction 
th.ough the fields ~Itlle way bad; to tile 

Cl. PiI'''' 



Route 
3 

Sbunton H;rold Ridgew;y ;nd Breedon on the Hill - 611> miles (lO'hkm), tlIking ;bout 4 hours (the shortcut m~kes the w;lk 3'1< miles (6km) 

.. 

Sta,1 os Wa lk 2 to Stil< 3, t"'n si..,. up on tt.. ,idg • • nd 

w. lhight ' k>n9 t"'vaIJrye, .. t to '>til< 4 (li"t~inningsJ, 
thm uphill along tt.. Mdg. to Stil. 5 (out to th.t 101« w . 
<fossing I'" ,oad 10 Stil< 6 (undi=...rai .nd,) into Sp,ing 

Wood. lIle BI",,1JeIIs 0'" gloriou, in Spring, and in /ar. ,."'''''''' 
a low drM<: mar ofblrlbrf';es. 

(98.a, 1>311 'ighl to a vd>ieular Imd, IMn on ",aching a I.nct 
lin. tum 'ight.gui<!m by tM waym.,I«, to Stil< I (th.,,·, 

norhing!. Contin .... thm"9h tM wood, O'Yt., Slil< 8 (wmth th. 
wraf) to Slilt 9 (of winning) . nd a<fOSS • "",,11 fitld to Stil. 

10 (butloughrrf). Tal« caft e,,,,,ing t'" ,oad and go down 
to Stil. II (ond the /0",,). 

®I:tq> along tM right-hand Md,!" downhill, bw 'itjhl It tt.. 

bottom, Ih,ough. "'M g,le, .0<'= • brook.nd up ol,p" 

to Stil<12 (of friends). Turn I<ft along IM brook whieh to"", 
tM County Iloondary, and ,ound tt.. fitld ro, ... , to Slilt 13 

(1994), which end!; IM Ridg.wal' 101« tt.. 'til. to t'" 'ight 
and w. 11< 'ight ak>n9 t'" hodgt, t"'n turn half I<ft to I'" 

wayma ,k post and ,tilt on tt.. <fe<;~ tMn acr"" to a ,Iil< 
onto ""'rq lan. w ..... you tu,n I<ft. 

@) Whtntt..Ia ... " .. ds'ighltt...e" . noptionlor a ,horlcut. 
[ShorIcut: rontinu. o/MIJ th. /an •• then " join th. moIn 
rourr wherr the footpath Cf055t, the /an. _ foNow th. path 

rightinto th. fi.ld]. 

for t ... lon9'" ,out< 1<""" IM I, n •• t t'" IItnd and ronlin .... 
straighl ahtad, pasl IM radio m .. ~ onto . g'"'SV bridltway 
traci<. Follow tt.. 1>1 .... waymarl«, armws lor n.a .1y a milt. 

Ti>=o", good vie"", of Md""".n. to tM Ht OIlrJ CIourJ Wood 
ondCllarnwoodro th ,/j9h~ Wlrlll!reMo/I Cllu",IIpromlnMt 

oileori. lIlis onri.nf flock mDllring r ... County Boundofy wo, 

00 "" follower! by rht pair 0 f Mt/OO Ufn. A"k - a "ne<: on 0 
bankrJug from orJirrh. Troce<; of which a", ,rdl ""iht-. 
Ou,ing its ro .. "". tht trad< bo""""" .~, <fOSSe<; I'" 
5hort g'"" al t"'~, 011'" gollrou", and th''''''Ih a gap 

in tt.. M<I9". 

(9fvtntu. IIy, at t'" main """"'" la .. turn 'ight You wiN 
jff th. ""m buildings up 00 th. I.ft T"'n . • 1 tt.. PO"'"' 
lin .. tum 'ight onto. lootpath Ih,o"9h tt.. <)011 <'OU,"'. 
H.", uphilllollow ing tt.. ytllow-Io~ waym.,I«, post, 

ak>n9,id. t'" fai,way 10 tt.. 11 ... 01 tfttS . nd onto a ,u,~ 
path which will I<.d to SquiJf.lla .... O"" and loIlow tt.. 
path ""posi", which v .... up a wry stoq>, stony climb 10 

tM llI,mac ,oad. Turn I<ft up to t'" ",mmil 01 Brttdon Hill 

(4OOIt~ Ill. ta5l<fn ,od<" 0 dramatically qUfmiaJ cliff ~ 

OIld r ...... o'" ~ .,"w, 0/1 round ,rrrrming III rM 
~hirt hills, a.Ofn~ and rM hlb ofNor~"ngham"'irt. 

Tlltchurcll "ju,dyfomo", fOf its roIItcrion of Ang/o 5aJmn 

CaMng" raro. fmm tM moo05lory foundrd liar irl AD676. 

lIr. chUfch ",,,,,,.,n'1 raday .. J",r a p'1fI of rn. rwrlfth ""ntu'y 

AUSU"lnkm 1'''0,), 

@)l:ttp . ... "'.th'O"9hl ... gapintt..wal l """'tothtga" . 
past IM lItacon . • nd down I'" stttp g, ..... Utd path 10 

M.lbou,n. lan •. I<t.p on thi' lan. to t'" villacj. g, .. n and it. 
un",ual War M.mo,ial, '=mbling a Iod-up. 

R.,=hmmr>;: tht 1"""'1' ha, 0 Pub; Bu~ Shop, and r"­
Priory Nu='Y and ltarooms. 

Ju,1 pa,1 tt.. <j3,dtn nu,,,'V on t'" AsIIby Road. find IM 
lootbri<l9" and lal« tM pa th around IM two ,iIks 01 . 
pIItting g, .. n. to t'" firsl ,Iil< on YOll' I<1t H .. d half 'ight 

u!*lill, across two ft.ld" forming goll fa irw ays. towa,ds tM 
higt...1 point 01 tt.. horizon 10 .. ach I ... lan •. 

Th< 5h<>rt cut ",pi", ot rhi, pain~ 

@)O""(,,,,ontott.. footpa th ol'!""itt and wa lk diagona lly 

Ih''''''Ih tt.. fidd to. wayma.I«, in t'" hod9". t,",n 
diagonalit' ,ighl to tt.. top right hand cor ... , 01 I,", nul 

fitld. Igno,ing t'" path going oH 'ighl to I'" /a,m , contin .... 
straight on along'lOo tM "'<19"1.,., ditch.lgno .. I'" path' 
going oH 'ighl . nd Itlt and I<top Mading 'lfaight with I'" 
"'dg. on you, ,ight 

Q)Whtft tt.. hod,!, bond, 'ight . • im Itlt ol . n isoIat~d oal<. 
IMn to,. gap in tt.. tr.e<; on IM ho,izon, ma,!<od by . 
di,linct"" fi, tr ... [m"ging . t tt.. ,oad ""posi" M.lboumt 
l.OO9" IlIh tt.. d,ivtway bad to Staunton Ha,oId. Tok. ""~ 
crossing rh. road. 



~Staunton Harold 

Staunton Harold Ridgeway was opened on 28th September 
1994 as a permissive path linking with the public footpath 
to Melbourne. There are 13 stiles along the route that have 
been specially designed, bearing incised lettering. Stiles 1 
and 13 bear a monogram "J B" and the date 1994. Fo llowing 
the route from South to North sti les 2-12 have parts of 
a quotation from Hilaire Belloc, then North to South an 
exhortation by John Blunt, the originator. 

South to North 
From quiet homes and first beginnings 
Out to the undiscovered ends 
There's nothing worth the wear of winning 
But laughter and the love of friends 

Hilaire Belloc 

North to South 
Our paired legs stand 
to let your paired legs pass. 
Give us your hand. 
We'll lead you where 
the gross is greener yet. 

John Blunt 1994 

Customer Services, Environment and Tra nsport Department, 
Leicestershire County Council , Glenfield, Leics., LE3 8TE 

Telephone: 011 6 305 8160· Min icom: 0116 305 7334 
Ema il: footpaths@leics.gov.uk 

Produced with assistance from John Blunt of the Staunton 
Harold Estate, and the Nat ional Forest Company. 
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